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Lori Bird

Carbon Policies and Renewable Markets
An analytical seminar presented by DOE/EERE’s Office of Planning, 
Budget, and Analysis and NREL’s Strategic Energy Analysis Center

Lori Bird, Senior Energy Analyst 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) 

Thursday, July 12, 2007 (note later time)
3 – 4 p.m. (videoconference in Washington, D.C.) 
1 – 2 p.m. (Golden, Colo.)
(The seminar is also offered via conference call or Internet conferencing.  
Please contact the appropriate person below for instructions. )

Many consumers today are purchasing renewable energy and 
renewable energy certificates (RECs) in large part for the greenhouse 
gas emissions benefits that they provide. Emerging carbon regulation 
in the United States has the potential to affect existing markets for 
renewable energy. Carbon cap-and-trade programs are now under development in 
the Northeast under the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative (RGGI – pronounced 
“Reggie”) and in early stages of development in California and five other western 
states. There is increasing discussion about carbon regulation at the national level 
as well. This presentation will summarize key issues for renewables markets that are 
emerging with carbon regulation, such as the implications for emissions benefits 
claims and voluntary market demand and the use of RECs in multiple markets. The 
presentation will also explore policy options under consideration for designing 
carbon policies to enable carbon markets and renewable energy markets to work 
together.  

Lori Bird is a senior energy analyst with the National Renewable Energy Laboratory in 
Golden, Colorado, specializing in the area of renewable energy markets and policy. 
She has coauthored a number of publications pertaining to green power markets, 
renewable energy certificate (REC) markets, utility green pricing programs, and 
renewable portfolio standards. She maintains the Green Power Network, a Web-based 
clearinghouse of information on green power products and consumer issues. Before 
joining NREL, she worked for DOE’s Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy in Denver and Hagler Bailly Consulting in Boulder, Colorado. She holds a 
master’s degree in environmental studies from Yale University’s School of Forestry 
and Environmental Studies.
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